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Now Eliot was expressing clearly the relationship
between outward form and inner meaning which
exists in the details of any painting or poetry. By
using the words ** which must terminate in sensory
experience," he showed himself still under the
influence of Imagist sensationalism ; but his own
poetry did not limit itself to a hard bright coinage
of concrete equivalence. Nor does the work of the
poets Mr Treece is decrying; yet there is an
externality in their writing which is partly the
result of a revolt against current sociological
assumptions and didacticism, and partly the result
of a wish to bring poetry into touch with the life
about us without being merely descriptive.

I have already dealt with Mr Symons. His
assertion : ** la poetry the factual is to be preferred.
to the abstract," when taken together with another
dictum " The poet is or ought to be the perfect
* mass-observer * : a mass in one ** indicates one
direction of this kind of writing, since it recalls the
activities of the ** Mass-Observation " group who
began in the 'thirties to collect facts of British social
behaviour and to use them as anthropological
material, Mr Symons was, however, himself near
to Auden in using typical illustrations of middle*
class behaviour in a diagnosis of social and personal
ills. He was more interested in the diagnosis than
~"br~tfae illustrations, and he expatiated on their
meaning with commendable clarity.

In Mr Kenneth Allott we see the illustration
becoming more interesting than the " lesson," His
first volume of Poems (1938) showed reading of